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TODAY’S AGENDA
Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions
Act of 2008

Michigan State Law on Foster Care
Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015
oState Requirements
oLocal District Requirements
oPoints-of-Contact Responsibilities

Transportation Collaboration
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FOSTERING CONNECTIONS TO SUCCESS AND INCREASING
ADOPTIONS ACT OF 2008
Education provisions of Fostering Connections require:
o All case plans include assurances of educational stability.

o Child welfare staff consider appropriateness of school and proximity to

school of origin when making foster care placements/replacement.
o Child welfare staff work with school staff to ensure children remain in the

school of origin at time of placement.

7

FOSTERING CONNECTIONS TO SUCCESS AND
INCREASING ADOPTIONS ACT OF 2008 CONT.
▶When remaining in the school of origin is not found in the best

interest of the student, the case plan must include assurances
that the child welfare agencies have worked with the schools to:
o Provide immediate and appropriate enrollment in a new

school regardless of the availability of enrollment forms.
o Provide all of the educational records of the child to the

school.
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EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT OF 2015
(ESSA)
New Federal Education Law
o Passed in December 2015

Updates Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA)
Replaces the No Child Left Behind Act

Amends the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
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EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT OF 2015
Requires, for the first time, that all students be taught to high
academic standards that will prepare them to succeed in college
and career.
Reduces the burden of testing.
Provides more kids access to high-quality preschool.
Guarantees steps are taken to help students and their schools
improve.
Upholds critical protections for disadvantaged and high-need
students, including foster and homeless students.
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ESSA - FOSTER CARE PROVISIONS, STATE
State Title I Plan
Must describe the steps that the State Education Agency (SEA) will take to
ensure collaboration with state child welfare agency to ensure education
stability of students who are in foster care:
The SEA must designate a state Point of Contact for child welfare agencies and LEAs,
who will oversee the implementation of these responsibilities at the LEA level.
o This person cannot be the same as the State Coordinator for McKinney-Vento

Programs. (It can be at LEA level).

Collaborate with the state agency responsible for administering state plans under the
Fostering Connections Act and LEAs.
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ESSA - FOSTER CARE PROVISIONS, LOCAL
Local Title I Plans:
Must contain assurances that the local school district will collaborate with the child welfare
agency to:


Designate a point of contact in the EEM by September 6, 2016.



Develop and implement procedures for how transportation to maintain foster youth in
their schools of origin, when in their best interest, will be provided, arranged and
funded.



Develop procedures to maintain foster youth in their school of origin during any dispute
around transportation funding.
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*Person entering
information must have
appropriate privileges in
the EEM

WWW.MICHIGAN.GOV/EEM

•

Locate the Foster Care
Liaison on drop-down

•

Open the entity

•

Entity information page
has its own toolbar, click
“Edit Entity”

•

Click on
“Admin/Contacts” tab
found at the bottom

•

Click on the “Add
Contact” button

•

Complete the required
information
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ESSA – MCKINNEY-VENTO AMENDMENTS
ESSA amends the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act and
removes the term “awaiting foster care placement” from the
definition of “homeless.”
As of December 10, 2016, “awaiting foster care placement” has been
removed from the law.
Foster youth will NO LONGER be considered homeless under McKinneyVento at this time.
Foster youth can no longer receive district MV services on the basis of
foster status alone.*
MDHHS has the responsibility for any additional costs for transportation.
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BEST INTEREST FACTORS
Foster care workers must consider the following factors regarding school placement:
oThe parents or guardians and child’s school of preference.
oEducational input from school personnel and district liaison.
oThe child’s/youth’s:

•Social and emotional state
•Academic achievement/strengths/weaknesses
•Continuity of relationships
•Special education programming
•Extra-curricular activity participation
•Distance/travel time to and from current school/new placement and the impact of commute
on the child
•Supportive relationships and/or services
•Length of anticipated stay in placement and permanency plan
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BEST INTEREST FACTORS – ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS
How would changing schools affect the child or youth’s ability to
earn full academic credit, proceed to the next grade or graduate on
time?
How many schools has the child attended over the past few years?
What schools do the siblings attend?

Can a move wait until the end of a semester?
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BEST INTEREST CHECKLIST


From a Brief, National Center for Homeless Education
(NCHE)



MDHHS/MDE may edit this checklist for Michigan as
experience with the new law and policies indicate.
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MICHIGAN REVISED SCHOOL CODE
ACT 451 MCL 380.1148(2)
In 2009, Michigan revised the school code:
A school district must allow a student to enroll in and attend the
appropriate grade in the school selected by the Department of Health
and Human Services or a child placing agency without regard to
whether or not the student is residing in that district.

If the selection results in a student transferring to another school, the
school records must immediately be transferred to that new school.
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EDUCATION RECORDS TRANSFER
Each time a child/youth moves home placements, the caseworker
must provide the new placement with ANY AVAILABLE education
records at time of placement of within TWO weeks.
This includes an initial placement, replacements to new foster
home/relative, or reunification.
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MDHHS POINT-OF-CONTACT RESPONSIBILITIES
MDHHS Points-of-Contact responsibilities will include but may
not be limited to:
Participate in ongoing training when new education policy/law goes
into affect that will mean a change in child welfare worker
protocol.
Share information with county MDHHS office and private agencies.
Serve as main go-to person for district foster care liaison.

Provide training to LEA and child welfare agency staff on educational
needs of children in foster care including state and local policies.
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MDHHS POINT-OF-CONTACT RESPONSIBILITIES
Collaborate with LEA foster care liaison on initial
changes to transportation payment
Collaborate with LEA foster care liaison regarding:
●

Best interest determinations

●

Implementation of the Title I provisions of ESSA
(including immediate enrollment and
transportation arrangements)

●

Transportation costs agreements between the
LEA and the child welfare agency
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MDHHS POINT-OF-CONTACT RESPONSIBILITIES
CONT. 1
Provide technical assistance and support to foster care caseworkers as they:
Coordinate with the LEA regarding data sharing for children in foster care, consistent
with FERPA and the confidentiality of information provisions in the IDEA.
Notify the district when a child has been placed in foster care in the LEA or when
placements change.

Coordinate services so that children in foster care can access early educational
services for which they are eligible, including Head Start and Early Head Start,
home visiting, and preschool programs administered by the SEA or LEA, and
screening and referrals to health, mental health, dental, and other appropriate
services.
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MDHHS POINT-OF-CONTACT RESPONSIBILITIES
CONT. 2
Provide technical assistance and support to foster care caseworkers
as they:
Facilitate the transfer of records including immunizations, medical
records, and copies of IEPs and Section 504 Plans.
Inform parents or education decision makers of children in foster care
of the child’s education rights and providing public notice of the
educational rights of children in foster care to community
stakeholders.
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MDHHS WEBSITE PAGE
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Additional
information to help
locate district foster
care liaisons and
MDHHS Education
Point-of-Contact

MDHHS WEBSITE PAGE CONT.
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DISTRICT FOSTER CARE LIAISON RESPONSIBILITIES
District foster care liaison responsibilities will include but may not be limited to:
Ensure that children in foster care are immediately enrolled in and
are regularly attending school.
Provide professional development and training to school staff on the
Title I provisions and educational needs of children in foster care,
as needed.
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DISTRICT FOSTER CARE LIAISON RESPONSIBILITIES
CONT.
Document the best interest determination.
Facilitate the transfer of records and immediate enrollment.

Facilitate data sharing with the child welfare agencies, consistent
with FERPA and other privacy protocols.
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DISTRICT FOSTER CARE LIAISON RESPONSIBILITIES
Coordinate with the county MDHHS POC on the implementation
of the Title I provisions:
●

Best interest determinations.

●

Implementation of the Title I provisions of ESSA (including
immediate enrollment and transportation arrangements).

●

Develop LEA/regional transportation procedures.

●

Transportation costs agreements between the LEA and the child
welfare agency.
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STATE FOSTER CARE POINT OF CONTACT
RESPONSIBILITIES
State point of contact for the education of foster youth responsibilities will include
but may not be limited to:
Provide professional development opportunities and technical
assistance for LEA foster care liaison and other personnel regarding
school stability and educational supports for children in foster care.
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STATE POINT OF CONTACT FOR FOSTER CARE
RESPONSIBILITIES CONT.
Coordinate with the corresponding State and tribal child welfare
agency POCs to issue joint State guidance for the implementation of
the Title I provisions, which include:
●Establish guidelines for transportation procedures, including how

transportation will be addressed across district, county and State lines
and what should be included in local transportation procedures.
●Establish uniform criteria around the best interest determination

factors.
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STATE POINT OF CONTACT FOR FOSTER CARE
RESPONSIBILITIES CONT. 2
Facilitate data sharing with State and tribal child welfare
agencies, consistent with FERPA and other Federal or State
privacy laws, regulations, and policies.
Monitor LEAs to ensure compliance with the Title I
requirements at the local level.
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COLLABORATION
LEA POC and MDHHS POC should collaborate to:
●Develop formalized local processes for Best Interest
Determination.
●Look at ALL available transportation plans and options:


Re-routing school busses



District “A” does morning run and district “B” does afternoon run



Transport student to old bus stop in school of origin



Using school vans



Public transportation passes



Gas cards to foster parent/relative
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND U.S. DEPARTMENT
OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES JOINT GUIDANCE
ESSA Non-Regulatory Guidance, 2016
Table of Contents:
Educational Stability

Questions 1 –9

School of Origin

Questions 10 –11

Best Interest Determination

Questions 12 –17

Dispute Resolution

Questions 18 –20

Transportation

Questions 21 –32

Immediate Enrollment/Records Transfer

Question 33

Points-of-Contact

Questions 34 –37

Student Data and Privacy

Question 38

Collaboration

Questions 39 –40
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RESOURCES
Nonregulatory Guidance (slide #27)
Foster care nonregulatoryguide

Best Interest Determinations Checklist
Best Interest Determination checklist

Dear Colleague Letters
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/edhhsfostercaredcl.pdf

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/edhhseffectivedatesdcl.pdf

State of Michigan Websites
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-6530_30334_51051-428655--,00.html

http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-71551_11120_78699---,00.html
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QUESTIONS
Ann Rossi
RossiA@michigan.gov
517-373-2851

Kathleen Hoehne
hoehnek@Michigan.gov
517-373-4004
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For more information:
http://groups.google.com/group/fostering-success-michigan
Fostering-info@wmich.edu
www.fosteringsuccessmichigan.com
For questions about our webinar series contact:
Karie Ward, MSW
Sustainability Coordinator
Fostering Success Michigan
Karie.j.ward@wmich.edu

www.FosteringSuccessMichigan.com

