
 
 

 

Affording College 
in Michigan 

guiDeBook
for students and families 
this guidebook includes information on planning 
DQG�DSSO\LQJ�IRU�FROOHJH��LQFOXGLQJ�ÀQDQFLDO�

resources to assist with affording college in Michigan. 

MiChigAn DepArtMent of treAsury  stuDent finAnCiAl serviCes BureAu 

www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid 



A special thank you to the following for their participation in the formation of this guidebook: 

holt high school students 

Waverly high school students 

Mason high school students 

sfsB student Assistants 

photographer: george gasser 

graphic Designer: heather Case 



�
�
�
�
�

�

�

 

�

State Of Michigan 

DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY 5,&.�61<'(5� 1,&.�$��.+285,�
governor /anSing 67$7(�75($685(5�

Dear Student: 

It is never too early to start to prepare for college. Higher education is a lifetime investment and will help 
\RX�PHHW�\RXU�OLIH�JRDOV��3DUW�RI�JHWWLQJ�WKHUH�LV�KDYLQJ�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�KHOS�\RX�PLJKW�QHHG�WR�SD\�IRU�FROOHJH��

7KH�6WDWH�RI�0LFKLJDQ�KDV�EHHQ�SURYLGLQJ�¿QDQFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH�SURJUDPV�IRU�0LFKLJDQ�VWXGHQWV�VLQFH������
DQG�KDV�KHOSHG�RYHU�WKUHH�PLOOLRQ�VWXGHQWV��ZLWK�URXJKO\����ELOOLRQ�LQ�VFKRODUVKLS�DVVLVWDQFH��WR�DFKLHYH�
their higher education goals. 

7KH�6WDWH�DGPLQLVWHUV�D�YDULHW\�RI�VWXGHQW�¿QDQFLDO�DLG�SURJUDPV�DQG�VHUYLFHV�LQFOXGLQJ��

�� 6FKRODUVKLSV�DQG�*UDQWV�
�� &ROOHJH�6DYLQJV�3URJUDPV�
�� /RDQ�5HKDELOLWDWLRQ�6HUYLFHV�
�� &ROOHJH�$FFHVV�,QLWLDWLYHV�
�� )LQDQFLDO�/LWHUDF\�,QLWLDWLYHV�

Our goal is to help you pay for college so you can obtain a valuable postsecondary academic degree or 
SURIHVVLRQDO�WHFKQLFDO�FHUWL¿FDWH��:KHWKHU�FROOHJH� LV�PDQ\�\HDUV�DZD\�RU�\RX�DUH�JRLQJ� WR�EH�HQUROOLQJ�
soon, this guide can help you get connected to many different resources to help as you plan for your 
postsecondary education. 

<RX�DUH�D�ELJ�SDUW�RI�0LFKLJDQ¶V�EULJKW�IXWXUH�DQG�WKH�XSFRPLQJ�OHDGHUV�RI�RXU�JUHDW�VWDWH��*HW�UHDG\�IRU�
tomorrow starting today! You deserve every opportunity to pursue your dreams of a college education and 
become anything you want to be. I wish you the very best. 

Sincerely, 

$QQH�:RKOIHUW��'LUHFWRU�
6WXGHQW�)LQDQFLDO�6HUYLFHV�%XUHDX�
Michigan Department of Treasury 

����:(67�$//(*$1�675((7���/$16,1*��0,&+,*$1�������
ZZZ�PLFKLJDQ�JRY�WUHDVXU\����������������

www.michigan.gov/treasury
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GUIDebOOk OUtLIne  
this  guidebook  is  designed  to  help  high  school  and  college  students  as  they  prepare  for  and  complete  their 
postsecondary education. this guidebook is divided into the following sections: 

Section I – Planning and Applying for College — this section provides information on helpful tools and resources for high 
school students. the following planning items are covered: 

College Planning Checklist 

Get Ready for College 
��&ROOHJH�$GPLVVLRQV�7HVWV�
��&ROOHJH�)DLUV�&ROOHJH�1LJKWV�
��&RPPXQLW\�6HUYLFH��([WUDFXUULFXODU�$FWLYLWLHV��
Awards, and honors 

��+LJK�6FKRRO�7UDQVFULSW�5HTXHVW�
��&ROOHJH�(VVD\V�
��/HWWHUV�RI�5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ�
��)LUVW�*HQHUDWLRQ�&ROOHJH�JRLQJ�6WXGHQWV�

Saving and Planning for College 
��0LFKLJDQ�(GXFDWLRQ�7UXVW��0(7��
��0LFKLJDQ�(GXFDWLRQ�6DYLQJV�3ODQ��0(63��
��6FKRODUVKLS�6HDUFK�
��%H�0RQH\�6PDUW���7KH�,PSRUWDQFH�RI�)LQDQFLDO�(GXFDWLRQ�
��'XDO�RU�&RQFXUUHQW�(QUROOPHQW�
��(DUO\�&ROOHJH�
��&ROOHJH�/HYHO�([DPLQDWLRQ�3URJUDP��&/(3��

Choosing a College 
��&DPSXV�9LVLWV�
��7\SHV�RI�&HUWLÀFDWHV�DQG�'HJUHHV�
��7\SHV�RI�&ROOHJHV�

Section II – Financial Steps to Paying for College — this section provides information on how to apply for federal, 
6WDWH��ORFDO��DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG��7KH�IROORZLQJ�ÀQDQFLDO�VWHSV�DUH�FRYHUHG��

Paying for College Checklist 

Applying for Federal Financial Aid 
��&RPSOHWLQJ�WKH�)UHH�$SSOLFDWLRQ�IRU�)HGHUDO�6WXGHQW�$LG��)$)6$��
��)6$�,'�
��)LQDQFLDO�$LG�)XQGLQJ�2SWLRQV�

Federal Financial Aid Programs 

Michigan Financial Aid Programs Administered by Student Scholarships and Grants (SSG) 

MiSSG Student Portal 

Additional Financial Aid Programs/Resources 

Searching for Scholarships 
��6FKRODUVKLS�:HE�VLWHV��%RRN�5HVRXUFHV��DQG�$SSOLFDWLRQ�7LSV�

Student Loan Options 

Section III – Directory of Michigan Colleges and Universities 
��*HRJUDSKLFDO�0DS�
��$OSKDEHWLFDO�/LVWLQJ�
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SeCtIOn I:  

PLAnnInG AnD APPLyInG FOR COLLeGe  
College Planning Checklist 

High School Freshmen 
� take challenging classes in core academic areas. 
�� �8SGDWH�\RXU�(G
�� �2EWDLQ�LQIRUPD
�   get involved wi
�� �([SORUH�DQG�LGH
�   keep  a  runnin
applications. 

XFDWLRQDO�'HYHORSPHQW�3ODQ��('3��DQG�FUHDWH�D�IRXU�\HDU�SODQ�IRU�PHHWLQJ�JUDGXDWLRQ�UHTXLUHPHQWV��
WLRQ�DERXW�WDNLQJ�$3��KRQRUV��DQG�GXDO�FRQFXUUHQW�HQUROOPHQW�FRXUVHV��
th communitybased and leadershiporiented activities. 
QWLI\�FDUHHU�ÀHOGV�RI�LQWHUHVW�WKURXJK�RQOLQH�UHVHDUFK�DQG�E\�DWWHQGLQJ�FDUHHU�IDLUV�DQG�RWKHU�HYHQWV��
g  list  of  accomplishments,  awards,  and  recognitions  to  use  in  preparing  a  resume  and  college 

High School Sophomore 
�   Attend college and career information events and presentations. 
�   research funding for college; including scholarships, grants, loans, etc. 
�� �&RQWLQXH�H[SORULQJ�FROOHJH�DQG�FDUHHU�RSWLRQV��
�   prepare  for  the  psAt   by  taking  practice  tests  and  using  resources  available  through  CollegeBoard  and  khan 
Academy. 

High School Junior 
fall 
�   take the psAt to prep for the sAt. 
�� �$WWHQG�FROOHJH�IDLUV��FROOHJH�QLJKWV��DQG�FROOHJH�SUHS�SUHVHQWDWLRQV��%H�SUHSDUHG�WR�DVN�TXHVWLRQV��
�� �&RQWLQXH�H[SORULQJ�FROOHJH�DQG�FDUHHU�RSWLRQV�DQG�PDNH�D�OLVW�RI�\RXU�WRS�FROOHJH�FKRLFHV��

spring 
�� �3UHS� IRU� FROOHJH� DGPLVVLRQV� H[DPV� �6$7�$&7�� E\� WDNLQJ� SUDFWLFH� WHVWV� DQG� XVLQJ� UHVRXUFHV� DYDLODEOH� WKURXJK�
CollegeBoard and khan Academy. 

�� �7DNH�WKH�6$7�DQG�:RUN.H\V�DVVHVVPHQWV�FXUUHQWO\�UHTXLUHG�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�0LFKLJDQ�0HULW�([DP��00(���
�   identify scholarship opportunities to pursue; note deadlines on a calendar. 
� 6FKHGXOH�FROOHJH�FDPSXV�YLVLWV�DQG�FRQWDFW�FROOHJHV�WR�UHTXHVW�LQIRUPDWLRQ��

High School Senior 
summer Before senior year 
� plan and schedule college visits. 
� narrow down your list of colleges being considered. 

fall 
�� �5HJLVWHU�IRU�DQG�WDNH��RU�UHWDNH��WKH�6$7�DQG�RU�
�� �0HHW�ZLWK�D�FRXQVHORU�WR�YHULI\�WKDW�JUDGXDWLRQ�
�   Complete and submit college applications prior
�   Complete and submit scholarship applications 
�� �5HTXHVW�WUDQVFULSWV�DQG�OHWWHUV�RI�UHFRPPHQGDWL
�� �5HJLVWHU�IRU�D�)HGHUDO�6WXGHQW�$LG�,'��)6$�,'���
�� �:RUN�ZLWK� SDUHQWV� WR� FRPSOHWH� WKH� )UHH�$SSOL
october 1. 

�� �5HYLHZ�DQG�PDNH�DQ\�QHFHVVDU\�FKDQJHV�FRUU

Winter 

$&7��LI�QRW�DOUHDG\�GRQH��
UHTXLUHPHQWV�ZLOO�EH�PHW�RQ�VFKHGXOH��
 to deadlines. 
prior to deadlines. 
RQ��

FDWLRQ� IRU� )HGHUDO� 6WXGHQW� $LG� �)$)6$�� DV� VRRQ� DV� SRVVLEOH� DIWHU�

HFWLRQV�WR�WKH�6WXGHQW�$LG�5HSRUW��6$5���

�

spring 
�� �&RQVLGHU�FROOHJH�D
�� �&DOO�FROOHJH�ÀQDQFL
�� �'HFLGH�RQ�WKH�FROO
�   Make informed de

finish submitting scholarship applications. 

FFHSWDQFHV��FRPSDUH�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�SDFNDJHV�RIIHUHG��
DO�DLG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�ZLWK�DQ\�TXHVWLRQV��
HJH�WR�DWWHQG�DQG�FRQWDFW�WKHLU�RIÀFHV��
cisions about student loans. 

*Source: Connections Academy 
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Get Ready for College 

you may be receiving a lot of advice about your future  – advice  from your parents,  relatives, or  from your  school 
counselor. Whether your postsecondary goal is to attend a state university, community college, private college, career 
or technical school, or if you aren’t sure, it is important to give serious thought to your future goals while you’re in high 
school. 

having  the  dream  to  go  to  college  is  a  great  start!  each  school,  college,  or 
XQLYHUVLW\�KDV�GLIIHUHQW�DGPLVVLRQV�UHTXLUHPHQWV�VR�\RX�QHHG�WR�FKHFN�WKH�SROLF\�
IRU�HDFK�RQH��0RVW�IRXU�\HDU�FROOHJHV�DQG�XQLYHUVLWLHV�UHTXLUH�\RX�WR�WDNH�DW�OHDVW�
one college admissions  test as part of  your college application process.  these 
tests are prepared by national organizations and are given several  times each 
year at many locations. the two most common tests are the ACt® and the sAt®. 
�%HJLQQLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�&ODVV�RI�������6$7�VFRUHV�DUH�UHYLHZHG�IRU�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
PHULW�SRUWLRQ�WR�TXDOLI\�IRU�WKH�0LFKLJDQ�&RPSHWLWLYH�6FKRODUVKLS���

College Admission test 
Most students take the sAt  in their  junior year as  it  is part of  the Michigan Merit 
([DP��00(���,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�LPSURYH�\RXU�VFRUHV��\RX�PD\�WDNH�SUDFWLFH�6$7�WHVWV��
Ask your counselor about this process and look at resources available through the 
CollegeBoard and khan Academy. 

College Fairs and College nights 
College fairs and nights offer a great opportunity for students and parents to meet 
facetoface with a college admissions representative. to view a listing of Michigan 
FROOHJH�IDLUV��YLVLW�ZZZ�PDFUDR�RUJ�DQG�FOLFN�RQ�&ROOHJH�'D\�1LJKW�&DOHQGDU��

Community Service, extracurricular Activities, Awards, and Honors 
$OWKRXJK�\RXU�FODVVHV��JUDGHV��DQG�H[DP�VFRUHV�DUH�LPSRUWDQW��PRVW�FROOHJHV�DQG�

XQLYHUVLWLHV�DOVR�ZDQW�WR�NQRZ�KRZ�\RX�VSHQG�\RXU�WLPH�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�FODVVURRP��%\�EURDGHQLQJ�\RXU�H[SHULHQFHV��\RX�
will be more likely to match your interests with college program options and future employment possibilities. include 
\RXU�FRPPXQLW\�VHUYLFH��H[WUDFXUULFXODU�DFWLYLWLHV��DZDUGV��DQG�KRQRUV�RQ�DSSOLFDWLRQV��

High School transcript Request 
long before your college application deadline, ask your high school counselor what  the correct steps are to send 
\RXU�WUDQVFULSW�HOHFWURQLFDOO\�WR�WKH�FROOHJH�V��\RX�DUH�FRQVLGHULQJ��6RPH�KLJK�VFKRROV�LQ�0LFKLJDQ�SURFHVV�WUDQVFULSWV�
through parchment. 

College essays 
As part of the application packet, some colleges and universities ask you to write about yourself or another topic. this 
HVVD\�ZLOO�VKRZ�WKHP�KRZ�ZHOO�\RX�FDQ�H[SUHVV�\RXUVHOI�LQ�ZULWLQJ��7KH�EHVW�ZD\�WR�SUHSDUH�IRU�WKLV�DSSOLFDWLRQ�HVVD\�LV�WR�
take college prep english classes in high school and do well in these classes. tips for writing your college essay can be 
IRXQG�DW�KWWSV���ELJIXWXUH�FROOHJHERDUG�RUJ�JHW�LQ�HVVD\V���WLSV�IRU�FUDIWLQJ�\RXU�EHVW�FROOHJH�HVVD\��

Letters of Recommendation 
Many colleges and universities ask for one to three letters of recommendation and some have special forms for these 
letters. When you apply for college, you will need to ask people to write these letters for you. these people may be 
WHDFKHUV��HPSOR\HUV��RU�RWKHU�DGXOWV��EXW�QRW�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��ZKR�NQRZ�\RX�DQG�KDYH�SRVLWLYH�WKLQJV�WR�VD\�DERXW�
your work and your character. usually letters of recommendation must be sent directly to the college or university. it’s 
your responsibility to make sure that the letters of recommendation are sent to the college before the deadline date. 

First Generation College-Going Student 
$UH�\RX�WKH�ÀUVW�LQ�\RXU�IDPLO\�WR�FRQVLGHU�DWWHQGLQJ�FROOHJH"�,·P�)LUVW��LV�DQ�RQOLQH�FRPPXQLW\�IRU�ÀUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�FROOHJH�
VWXGHQWV�DQG�WKHLU�VXSSRUWHUV��9LVLW�ZZZ�LPÀUVW�RUJ�WR�ÀQG�DQVZHUV�WR�\RXU�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�FROOHJH��KHOSIXO� WLSV��DQG�
encouragement. 

http:www.imfirst.org
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/essays/8-tips-for-crafting-your-best-college-essay
http:www.macrao.org
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Saving and Planning for College

College costs have increased over the past few years. planning ahead will provide you some comfort when it comes 
time to pay for your postsecondary education. if you start saving for college now, you can reduce the amount of 
PRQH\�\RX�QHHG�ODWHU��6WDUW�ÀQDQFLDO�SODQQLQJ�DQG�LQYHVWLQJ�QRZ��

Michigan education trust
7KH� 0LFKLJDQ� (GXFDWLRQ� 7UXVW� �0(7��� 0LFKLJDQ·V� JXDUDQWHHG� WXLWLRQ� SURJUDP�� DOORZV�
parents, grandparents, or others to purchase future college tuition at today’s rates. With 
0(7�\RX�DYRLG�ULVLQJ�WXLWLRQ�UDWHV��ZKLFK�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�PRUH�WKDQ�GRXEOH�RYHU�WKH�QH[W�
WHQ�\HDUV��)RU�DGGLWLRQDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�0(7��FDOO�������0(7���.,'������������������RU�
visit www.setwithmet.com.

Michigan education Savings Program
7KH� 0LFKLJDQ� (GXFDWLRQ� 6DYLQJV� 3URJUDP� �0(63�� LV� D� VDYLQJV�LQYHVWPHQW� SURJUDP�
GHVLJQHG�WR�DVVLVW�IDPLOLHV�ZLWK�SUHSDULQJ�IRU�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�H[SHQVHV��$�FKLOG·V�SDUHQWV�
RU�RWKHUV�FDQ�RSHQ�DQ�DFFRXQW�IRU�WKH�FKLOG�EHQHÀFLDU\��7KH�0(63�DFFRXQW�FDQ�WKHQ�
grow through regular contributions and investment growth. for additional information 
DERXW�0(63��FDOO�����������0(63������������������RU�YLVLW�ZZZ�PLVDYHV�FRP�

Scholarship Search
:KHQ�VHDUFKLQJ�IRU�VFKRODUVKLSV��UHPHPEHU�WR�FKHFN�ORFDO�VRXUFHV�WKURXJK�\RXU�KLJK�VFKRRO�JXLGDQFH�RIÀFH�DQG�ORFDO�
civic groups and businesses. start searching early during your junior year of high school. use free, reputable internet 
VHDUFK�VHUYLFHV��%HZDUH�RI�VFDPV�DQG�VHUYLFHV�UHTXLULQJ�SD\PHQW���$GGLWLRQDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�VFKRODUVKLS�VHDUFKHV�DQG�
UHVRXUFHV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�LQ�6HFWLRQ�,,�RI�WKLV�ERRNOHW��

be Money Smart - the Importance of Financial education
0DQDJLQJ�\RXU�ÀQDQFLDO�UHVRXUFHV�HIIHFWLYHO\�FDQ�OHDG�WR�D�OLIHWLPH�RI�ÀQDQFLDO�VHFXULW\��6WXGHQWV�ZKR�KDYH�OHDUQHG�
how to be “money smart” before college can save themselves a lot of heartache and money. knowing how to save, 
budget, and borrow can make a huge difference. Avoid regrets such as “i wish i would have known that before i took 
out this loan,” or “i wish i didn’t run up my credit card.” 

�� �)LQLVK�\RXU�HGXFDWLRQDO�SURJUDP�RQ�WLPH�ZLWK�PLQLPDO�ORQJ�WHUP�GHEW�DQG�RQO\�ERUURZ�ZKDW�\RX�QHHG�
�� �.QRZ�WKH�FDUHHU�\RX�ZDQW�WR�SXUVXH��7KLV�ZLOO�UHGXFH�\RXU�WLPH�LQ�FROOHJH�DQG�ZLOO�DOORZ�\RX�WR�VDYH�PRQH\�
�� �3XW�\RXU�PRQH\�WR�ZRUN�IRU�\RX���OHDUQ�WR�EXGJHW�DQG�VDYH�
�� �5HOD[�DQG�IHHO�OHVV�VWUHVV�

for more information visit:

national endowment for financial education high school financial 
planning program 
 www.hsfpp.org
Jump$tart Coalition – financial smarts for students 
 www.jumpstart.org
0LFKLJDQ�&RXQFLO�RQ�(FRQRPLF�(GXFDWLRQ��0&((� 
 www.michiganecon.org
greenpath university 
 www.greenpath.org
,QFHSWLD�²�$�GLYLVLRQ�RI�1DWLRQDO�6WXGHQW�/RDQ�3URJUDPV��16/3� 
 www.inceptia.org
Mapping your future – Managing your Money 
 www.mappingyourfuture.org/Money
start smart: Money Management for teens 
 www.fdic.gov/consumers
the Money game
 www.winthemoneygame.com

http:www.winthemoneygame.com
www.fdic.gov/consumers
www.mappingyourfuture.org/Money
http:www.inceptia.org
http:www.greenpath.org
http:www.michiganecon.org
http:www.jumpstart.org
http:www.hsfpp.org
http:www.misaves.com
http:www.setwithmet.com
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Dual or Concurrent enrollment 
Another way to be money smart is to participate in dual or concurrent enrollment. students enrolled in high school or 
home school may be dual or concurrently enrolled at a local community college or university. students from grades 
�����DUH�HOLJLEOH�IRU�GXDO�HQUROOPHQW�XS�WR�D�PD[LPXP�RI�WHQ�FRXUVHV�LQ�IRXU�\HDUV��,I�WKHVH�VWXGHQWV�SDVV�WKHLU�FROOHJH�
classes,  they  receive credit  that may be applied  toward  their high school diploma or  toward a college degree or 
FHUWLÀFDWH��'XDO�HQUROOPHQW�LV�DGYDQWDJHRXV�WR�VWXGHQWV�EHFDXVH�LW�DOORZV�WKHP�WR�JHW�D�KHDG�VWDUW�RQ�WKHLU�FROOHJH�
career and save money. 

&KHFN�ZLWK�\RXU�KLJK�VFKRRO�FRXQVHORU�WR�ÀQG�RXW�KRZ�\RX�FDQ�EH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�'XDO�(QUROOPHQW�SURJUDP��,QIRUPDWLRQ�
FDQ�DOVR�EH�IRXQG�DW�ZZZ�PLFKLJDQ�JRY�GXDOHQUROOPHQW��

early/Middle College 
$WWHQGLQJ�DQ�(DUO\�0LGGOH�&ROOHJH�RIIHUV�FROOHJH�VDYLQJV��$Q�(DUO\�0LGGOH�&ROOHJH�3URJUDP�LV�D�ÀYH�\HDU�KLJK�VFKRRO�
program designed to allow a pupil to earn a high school diploma and substantial college credit through an additional 
ÀIWK�\HDU�RI�VWXG\��$�IRUPDO�DJUHHPHQW�ZLWK�HDFK�SRVWVHFRQGDU\�SDUWQHU�LV�UHTXLUHG��(DUO\�0LGGOH�&ROOHJH�+LJK�6FKRROV�
FDQ�EHJLQ�DV�HDUO\�DV��WK�RU���WK�JUDGH��6WXGHQWV�DWWHQG� IRU�ÀYH�\HDUV�DQG� IROORZ�D�VSHFLÀF��ÀYH�\HDU�SURJUDP�RI�
LQVWUXFWLRQ��)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��YLVLW�KWWS���ZZZ�PLFKLJDQ�JRY�PGH�DQG�FOLFN�RQ�0'(�3URJUDPV��

College Level examination Program (CLeP) 
&/(3�LV�D�FUHGLW�E\�H[DPLQDWLRQ�SURJUDP�WKDW�LV�DFFHSWHG�E\�VRPH�FROOHJHV�DQG�XQLYHUVLWLHV��7DNLQJ�DQG�SDVVLQJ�WKH�
Clep can provide a student with college credit without paying the cost of tuition. there is a fee to take Clep; however, 
WKH�IHH�YDULHV�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�FRXUVH��)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��SOHDVH�YLVLW�KWWSV���FOHS�FROOHJHERDUG�RUJ��

http:https://clep.collegeboard.org
http://www.michigan.gov/mde
www.michigan.gov/dualenrollment
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Choosing a College 

Campus Visits 
Most  colleges  and  universities  have  a  form  to  complete  for  scheduling  a  campus  visit  on  their Web  site.  Contact  the 
DGPLVVLRQV�RIÀFH�IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�VFKHGXOLQJ�D�FDPSXV�YLVLW��6SHQG�VRPH�WLPH�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�ZKDW�\RX�ZDQW�
to get out of your visit, make yourself a checklist and compare your notes after visiting different campuses. Check out the 
&DPSXV�9LVLW�*XLGH�RQ�WKH�&ROOHJH%RDUG�:HE�VLWH�DW�KWWSV���ELJIXWXUH�FROOHJHERDUG�RUJ�ÀQG�FROOHJHV�FDPSXV�YLVLW�JXLGH��

7\SHV�RI�&HUWLÀFDWHV�DQG�'HJUHHV�
7KH�QXPEHU�RI� \HDUV� \RX�QHHG� WR� VSHQG� LQ� FROOHJH�GHSHQGV�RQ� WKH�FDUHHU� \RX�DUH�SUHSDULQJ� IRU�� WKH�FHUWLÀFDWH�
RU�GHJUHH�UHTXLUHG�IRU�WKDW�FDUHHU��DQG�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�\RX�DUH�LQ�FROOHJH�IXOO�WLPH��'LIIHUHQW�FDUHHUV�KDYH�GLIIHUHQW�
PLQLPXP�FHUWLÀFDWH�RU�GHJUHH�UHTXLUHPHQWV��8QGHUJUDGXDWH�SRVWVHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�LQFOXGHV��

&HUWLÀFDWH�
$� FHUWLÀFDWH� SUHSDUHV� \RX� IRU� HQWU\�OHYHO� MREV� LQ� D� SURIHVVLRQDO� 
HQYLURQPHQW�� &HUWLÀFDWHV� SURYLGH� WUDLQLQJ� DQG�RU� HGXFDWLRQ� EH\RQG� 
KLJK� VFKRRO� WR� SUHSDUH� IRU� D� VSHFLÀF� RFFXSDWLRQ�� &RPSOHWLRQ� WLPH� 
GHSHQGV�XSRQ�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�WKH�SURJUDP�� 

Apprenticeship 
the  apprenticeship  program  gives  you  handson  job  training  and   
classroom  study  to  help  prepare  you  for  a  job.  students  in  these   
programs are called apprentices or trainees. Completion time depends  
RQ�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�WKH�SURJUDP��EXW�LW�LV�XVXDOO\�WZR�WR�WKUHH�\HDUV�
after graduation from high school. 

Associate Degree 
$Q� DVVRFLDWH� GHJUHH� SURYLGHV� HGXFDWLRQ� DQG� WUDLQLQJ� IRU� D� VSHFLÀF�
career. Courses  taken for an associate degree can be transferred to   
a fouryear university  if you plan ahead with the help of your college   
counselor. Completion time is usually two to four years after receiving a  
KLJK�VFKRRO�GLSORPD�RU�LWV�UHFRJQL]HG�HTXLYDOHQW��

bachelor’s Degree 
$�EDFKHORU·V�GHJUHH� LV�FRPSRVHG�RI�JHQHUDO�DQG�VSHFLÀF�FRXUVHV�WR�
prepare you for a career. in these programs, you will take the courses 
WKDW�DUH�PRUH�IRFXVHG�RQ�D�VSHFLÀF�FDUHHU�DIWHU�D�\HDU�RU�VR�RI�JHQHUDO� 
FODVVHV��&RPSOHWLRQ�WLPH�LV�XVXDOO\�IRXU�WR�VL[�\HDUV�DIWHU�UHFHLYLQJ�D�KLJK� 
VFKRRO�GLSORPD�RU�LWV�UHFRJQL]HG�HTXLYDOHQW�  

types of Colleges 

Career Schools 
&DUHHU�VFKRROV�SURYLGH�FHUWLÀFDWHV�RI�FRPSOHWLRQ�RU�GLSORPDV��QRW�GHJUHHV��7KH\�SURYLGH�WUDLQLQJ�LQ�D�VSHFLÀF�WUDGH��
occupation, or vocation, and offer short programs. 

Community Colleges 
&RPPXQLW\� FROOHJHV� DUH� WZR�\HDU� SXEOLF� LQVWLWXWLRQV� WKDW� RIIHU� FHUWLÀFDWHV� DQG� DVVRFLDWH� GHJUHHV�� DV� ZHOO� DV�
apprentice and journeyman programs. they prepare you for technical careers or for transfer into a fouryear college 
or university. 

Four-year Colleges and Universities 
fouryear colleges and universities offer a wider variety of degrees including bachelor’s and master’s degrees. they 
PD\�FRVW�PRUH�WKDQ�D�FRPPXQLW\�FROOHJH�DQG�XVXDOO\�KDYH�VSHFLÀF�DGPLVVLRQ�UHTXLUHPHQWV��

note: Many  colleges  provide  incoming  students with  an  assessment  test.  these  tests  allow  colleges  to  gauge  the 
knowledge level of incoming students and ensure that they place these students in appropriate courses. By preparing 
for, and scoring high on college assessment tests, students can earn the opportunity to skip entry  level courses and 
proceed to more advanced coursework. 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/find-colleges/campus-visit-guide
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SeCtIOn II:  

FInAnCIAL StePS tO PAyInG FOR COLLeGe  
Paying for College Checklist 

High School Freshman/Sophomore 
�� )LQG�RXW�KRZ�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�FDQ�KHOS�\RX�DII�
�  get an idea of what college might really c 
�  talk to your family about ways to pay for c 
�  save mone  y  for  college.  save part  of  yo

allowance, or earnings from chores or an 
IXWXUH�FROOHJH�H[SHQVHV��

�  Challenge   yourself inside the classroom. go
H[SDQG�\RXU�FROOHJH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��EXW�DOV
for college. Many grants and scholarships a
on academic performance.  

�  get  involved  in  activities   you  like.  your  a
classroom can  lead  to  scholarships  that 
college. 

High School Junior 
�� &RQWLQXH�WDONLQJ�ZLWK�\RXU�IDPLO\�DERXW�SD\LQJ�IRU�FROOHJH��6WDUW�SODQQLQJ�\RXU�ÀQDQFLDO�VWUDWHJ\��

RODVWLF�$SWLWXGH�7HVW�1DWLRQDO�0HULW�6FKRODUVKLS�4XDOLI\LQJ�7HVW��36$7�10647���-XQLRUV�ZKR�
KLFK� LV�JLYHQ� LQ�2FWREHU��DUH�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�HQWHUHG� LQWR� WKH�1DWLRQDO�0HULW�6FKRODUVKLS�

r interests and passions. Many scholarships award money for college based on a student’s 
round, and intended major. 
tween sticker price and net price. A college’s sticker price is its full published cost, while the 
ttending a college minus grants and scholarships you receive. 
HV�RI�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG��)LQG�RXW�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�D�JUDQW�DQG�D�ORDQ��WKH�ZD\�ZRUN�VWXG\�
osts, and more. 
HG�3ODFHPHQW��$3��FODVVHV�DQG�H[DPV��ZKLFK�FDQ�FRXQW�WRZDUG�FROOHJH�FUHGLW�DQG�PD\�

QW��0DQ\�VFKRROV�KRVW�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�QLJKWV�VR�VWXGHQWV�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�FDQ�JHW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

VXPPHU�MRE��(YHQ�D�OLWWOH�H[WUD�PRQH\�ZLOO�KHOS�\RX�SD\�IRU�ERRNV�DQG�OLYLQJ�H[SHQVHV�ZKLOH�

�
�� 7DNH�� WKH�3UHOLPLQDU\�6FK

WDNH�WKH�36$7�10647��Z
program. 

�  take   an inventory of you
activities, talents, backg

�  learn   the difference be
net price is the cost of a

�� 5HVHDUFK�� WKH�YDULRXV�W\S
can help with college c

�� &RQVLGHU�� WDNLQJ�$GYDQF
help you save money. 

�� *R�� WR�D�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�HYH
DQG�DVN�TXHVWLRQV��

�� 6HW�� DVLGH�PRQH\�IURP�D�
in college. 

RUG�FROOHJH��
ost you. 
ollege. 
ur  birthday money, 
afterschool job for 

od grades not only 
R�FDQ�KHOS�\RX�SD\�
re awarded based  

ctivities  outside  the 
will  help  you afford 

High School Senior 
�  research   local scholarship opportunities. talk to your school counselor, teachers, or other adults in your community 

about scholarships offered by local organizations. Ask your parents to see if their employers grant scholarships. 
�� /RRN�XS�GHDGOLQHV��'RQ·W�PLVV�WKH�SULRULW\�GHDGOLQHV�IRU�\RXU�FROOHJHV·�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�DSSOLFDWLRQV�DQG�VFKRODUVKLSV���
�� *HW�DQ�HVWLPDWH�RI�ZKDW�WKH�FROOHJHV�RQ�\RXU�ÀQDO�OLVW�ZLOO�DFWXDOO\�FRVW���
�� )LQG�RXW�DERXW�GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�VWXGHQW�ORDQV��1RW�DOO�VWXGHQW�ORDQV�DUH�HTXDO���
�  Complete your fAfsA. you can submit the fAfsA after october 1.  
�� $SSO\�� IRU�DQ\�SULYDWH�VFKRODUVKLSV�\RX·YH�IRXQG��0DNH�VXUH�\RX�XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�IROORZ�WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�UHTXLUHPHQWV�

and apply by the deadline. 
�� &RPSDUH�\RXU�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�DZDUGV���
�� &RQWDFW�� D� FROOHJH·V� ÀQDQFLDO� DLG� RIÀFH�� LI� QHFHVVDU\�� )LQDQFLDO� DLG� RIÀFHUV� DUH� WKHUH� WR� KHOS� \RX� LI� \RX� KDYH�

TXHVWLRQV��
�� *HW�UHDG\�WR�SD\�WKH�ÀUVW�FROOHJH�WXLWLRQ�ELOO���

*Source – Big Future by the College Board 
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Applying for Federal Financial Aid 

6WXGHQW�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�FRQVLVWV�RI�DQ\�VRXUFH�RI�IXQGV�DYDLODEOH�to students and their 
families to pay for the cost of any postsecondary education. the main sources of 
VWXGHQW�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�DUH�WKH�IHGHUDO�JRYHUQPHQW��VWDWH�JRYHUQPHQW��LQVWLWXWLRQV�
�FROOHJHV� DQG� XQLYHUVLWLHV��� DQG� SULYDWH� VRXUFHV� �DVVRFLDWLRQV�� IRXQGDWLRQV��
HPSOR\HUV��DQG�XQLRQV���

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
7R�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�IRU�PRVW�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�SURJUDPV��VWXGHQWV�PXVW�ÀOH�WKH�)$)6$�
after october 1 of their high school senior year, and each year thereafter when 
applying for aid. this can be done online at www.fafsa.gov. priority consideration 
for state programs is given to those students who apply and whose application is 
received at the federal processor on or before March 1. 

FSA ID 
prior to completing the online fAfsA, the student and at least one parent must 
REWDLQ�D�)HGHUDO�6WXGHQW�$LG�,'��)6$�,'���<RX�FDQ�FUHDWH�D�)6$�,'�ZKHQ�ORJJLQJ�
LQWR� ZZZ�IDIVD�HG�JRY�� 7KH� )6$� ,'� VHUYHV� DV� D� OHJDO� VLJQDWXUH� DQG� FRQÀUPV�
\RXU�LGHQWLW\�ZKHQ�DFFHVVLQJ�\RXU�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKURXJK�FHUWDLQ�8�6��
Department of education Web sites. 

Financial Aid Funding Options 
financial aid funding options can be meritbased, needbased, or both. 

�� 0HULW�EDVHG��'HVLJQHG�WR�DVVLVW�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�H[FHO�LQ�DUHDV�VXFK�DV�DFDGHPLFV��
sports,  leadership, music, art, dance, etc.  it  is used  to  recruit and  recognize 
students for their special talent or merit. 

�� 1HHG�EDVHG��'HWHUPLQHG�E\�FRPSOHWLQJ�WKH�)$)6$��6WXGHQWV�ZKR�GHPRQVWUDWH�
ÀQDQFLDO�QHHG�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�WKH�)$)6$�PD\�EH�HOLJLEOH�WR�UHFHLYH�DQ�
DZDUG�EDVHG�RQ�WKHLU�ÀQDQFLDO�QHHG�IRU�DLG��

note: 7KH�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�SURFHVV�LV�VHSDUDWH�IURP�WKH�DGPLVVLRQV�SURFHVV��%H�DZDUH�
RI� WKH� IRUPV� WKDW� DUH� UHTXLUHG� IRU� HDFK� FROOHJH� \RX�DSSO\� WR�� 6RPH�FROOHJHV�
UHTXLUH�DGGLWLRQDO�SDSHUZRUN��&RPSOHWH�DQG�VXEPLW�DOO�UHTXLUHG�IRUPV�LQ�D�WLPHO\�
manner. 

Federal Financial Aid Programs 

7KHVH�SURJUDPV�DUH�DZDUGHG�E\�WKH�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�RIÀFH�RI�WKH�FROOHJH�\RX�DWWHQG��

Federal Pell Grant — the federal pell grant is a grant for undergraduate students 
ZKR�GHPRQVWUDWH�ÀQDQFLDO�QHHG�DQG�KDYH�QRW�\HW�FRPSOHWHG�D�EDFKHORU·V�RU�
professional degree. Amounts change yearly. 

Federal Supplemental educational Opportunity Grant (FSeOG) — fseog provides 
IXQGV� WR� XQGHUJUDGXDWH� VWXGHQWV� ZLWK� H[FHSWLRQDO� ÀQDQFLDO� QHHG�� 3ULRULW\�
consideration  is  given  to  federal  pell grant  recipients.  students  could  receive 
EHWZHHQ� �����DQG� �������D� \HDU�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�QHHG��ZKHQ� \RX�DSSO\�� DQG�
funds available at your school. 

Federal Work-Study  —  the  federal  Workstudy  program  provides  parttime 
HPSOR\PHQW� IRU�XQGHUJUDGXDWH�DQG�JUDGXDWH�VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�ÀQDQFLDO�QHHG�WR�
DVVLVW�ZLWK�SD\LQJ�HGXFDWLRQDO�H[SHQVHV��

Determining
Eligibility 
it is important to educate 

yourself on the variety of 

assistance available to 

you regardless of your 

ÀQDQFLDO�VLWXDWLRQ��,W�LV�

recommended you submit 

your FAFSA as soon as 

possible after October 1, 

even if you believe you do 

not qualify for aid. priority 

consideration for state aid 

programs is given to those 

students whose fAfsA is 

received at the federal 

processor on or before 

March 1. 

5HPHPEHU��WKH�ÀUVW�´)µ�LQ�

fAfsA means “free.” there 

is no reason to pay to 

submit the fAfsA. visit 

KWWS���PLFROOHJHJRDO�RUJ��

to get free assistance with 

the fAfsA process. 

http:http://micollegegoal.org
http:www.fafsa.ed.gov
http:www.fafsa.gov


 
 

�

 

�

Federal Perkins Loan — the federal perkins loan is available to undergraduate and graduate students at a low interest 
rate. the principal and interest of the loan must be repaid to the school that disbursed the loan. note: not all institutions 
participate in the federal perkins loan program. 

teacher education Assistance for College and Higher education Grant (teACH) —  for  undergraduates  who  are 
completing or plan to complete coursework needed to begin a career in teaching at an elementary school, secondary 
VFKRRO��RU�HGXFDWLRQDO�VHUYLFH�DJHQF\�WKDW�VHUYHV�VWXGHQWV�IURP�ORZ�LQFRPH�IDPLOLHV��6WXGHQWV�PXVW�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�ÀHOG��
otherwise, the grant turns into a loan. 

Iraq and Afghanistan Service Grant — for students who are not eligible for a pell grant due to not meeting the program’s 
QHHG�UHTXLUHPHQW�DQG�ZKRVH�SDUHQW�RU�JXDUGLDQ�GLHG�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�PLOLWDU\�VHUYLFH�SHUIRUPHG�LQ�,UDT�RU�$IJKDQLVWDQ�
DIWHU�WKH�HYHQWV�RI�6HSWHPEHU���WK��7KH�DZDUG�LV�HTXDO�WR�WKH�PD[LPXP�)HGHUDO�3HOO�*UDQW�IRU�WKH�DZDUG�\HDU��

for more information on federal student Aid programs, please visit www.studentAid.gov. 

Michigan Financial Aid Programs Administered by SSG 

these programs are awarded by Student Scholarships and Grants (SSG), within the Michigan Department of treasury. 
All awards are subject to approved and available funding. 

Michigan Competitive Scholarship ³�7KH�0LFKLJDQ�&RPSHWLWLYH�6FKRODUVKLS��0&6�� LV�EDVHG�RQ�ERWK�ÀQDQFLDO�QHHG�
DQG�PHULW��0&6�IXQGV�PD\�EH�XVHG�DW�0LFKLJDQ�SXEOLF�DQG�LQGHSHQGHQW��QRQSURÀW��GHJUHH�JUDQWLQJ�SRVWVHFRQGDU\�
LQVWLWXWLRQV��7R�EH�FRQVLGHUHG��D�VWXGHQW�PXVW�WDNH�WKH�6$7�SULRU�WR�HQWHULQJ�FROOHJH�DQG�DFKLHYH�D�TXDOLI\LQJ�VFRUH��
:KHQ�ÀOLQJ�WKH�)$)6$��WKH�ÀUVW�LQVWLWXWLRQ�OLVWHG�XQGHU�\RXU�FROOHJH�FKRLFH�ZLOO�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�\RXU�SULRULW\�VFKRRO��DQG�
that  is where  the award will  be delivered.  students  are  responsible  for  notifying  ssg of  a  change  in  their  college 
FKRLFH��7KLV�FDQ�EH�GRQH�WKURXJK�WKH�0L66*�6WXGHQW�3RUWDO�DW�ZZZ�PLFKLJDQ�JRY�PLVVJ�RU�E\�FDOOLQJ���������*5$176�
����������������

Michigan tuition Grant �³�7KH��0LFKLJDQ�7XLWLRQ�*UDQW��07*��
LV� EDVHG� RQ� ÀQDQFLDO� QHHG� IRU� XVH� DW� SULYDWH�� QRQSURÀW��
degreegranting  colleges  and  universities  in  Michigan. 
7KH� ÀUVW� LQVWLWXWLRQ� OLVWHG� XQGHU� \RXU� FROOHJH� FKRLFH� ZLOO�
be  considered  your  priority  school,  and  that  is  where 
the award will be delivered. students are  responsible  for 
notifying ssg of a change in their college choice. 

3ROLFH�2IÀFHU·V�DQG�)LUH�)LJKWHU·V�6XUYLYRU�7XLWLRQ�*UDQW� — 
7KH�3ROLFH�2IÀFHU·V�DQG�)LUH�)LJKWHU·V�6XUYLYRU�7XLWLRQ�*UDQW�
SURJUDP��67*��SURYLGHV�IRU�WKH�ZDLYHU�RI�WXLWLRQ�DW�SXEOLF�
community colleges and state universities for the surviving 
VSRXVH�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�RI�0LFKLJDQ�SROLFH�RIÀFHUV�DQG� ÀUH�
ÀJKWHUV�NLOOHG�LQ�WKH�OLQH�RI�GXW\��$Q�DSSOLFDWLRQ�LV�UHTXLUHG�
DQG�WKH�VWXGHQW�PXVW�GHPRQVWUDWH�ÀQDQFLDO�QHHG��

�7,3��HQFRXUDJHV�HOLJLEOH�VWXGHQWV�WR�FRPSOHWH�KLJK�VFKRRO�
D�VWXGHQW�PXVW�KDYH�UHFHLYHG�0HGLFDLG�FRYHUDJH�IRU����
H�DJHV�RI�QLQH�DQG�KLJK�VFKRRO�JUDGXDWLRQ��7KH�0LFKLJDQ�

tuition Incentive Program ³�7KH�7XLWLRQ�,QFHQWLYH�3URJUDP�
E\�SURYLGLQJ�WXLWLRQ�DVVLVWDQFH�IRU�FROOHJH��7R�EH�HOLJLEOH��
PRQWKV�ZLWKLQ�D����FRQVHFXWLYH�PRQWK�SHULRG�EHWZHHQ�WK
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK�DQG�+XPDQ�6HUYLFHV��'++6��GHWHUPLQHV�ZKLFK�VWXGHQWV�DUH�0HGLFDLG�HOLJLEOH�DQG�WUDQVPLWV�WKLV�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�WKH�0LFKLJDQ�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�7UHDVXU\��$Q�DSSOLFDWLRQ�PXVW�EH�VXEPLWWHG�E\�$XJXVW����RI�WKH�VWXGHQW·V�
JUDGXDWLQJ�\HDU�RI�KLJK�VFKRRO��$SSOLFDWLRQV�FDQ�EH�FRPSOHWHG�RQ�WKH�0L66*�6WXGHQW�3RUWDO�DW�ZZZ�PLFKLJDQ�JRY��
PLVVJ�RU�RYHU�WKH�SKRQH�E\�FDOOLQJ���������*5$176�������������������7,3�PXVW�EH�LQLWLDWHG�ZLWKLQ�IRXU�\HDUV�IURP�KLJK�
VFKRRO�JUDGXDWLRQ�DQG�HOLJLELOLW\�HQGV�DIWHU�VL[�\HDUV�IURP��WKH�GDWH�RI�KLJK�VFKRRO�JUDGXDWLRQ��7KH�DZDUG�LV�OLPLWHG�WR�
tuition credit hours and mandatory fees at participating colleges and universities. 

Children of Veterans tuition Grant �³�7KH�&KLOGUHQ�RI�9HWHUDQV�7XLWLRQ�*UDQW��&97*��LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�SURYLGH�XQGHUJUDGXDWH�
WXLWLRQ�DVVLVWDQFH�WR�VWXGHQWV�ROGHU�WKDQ����DQG�OHVV�WKDQ����\HDUV�RI�DJH�ZKR�DUH�WKH�QDWXUDO�RU�DGRSWHG�FKLOG�RI�D�
Michigan veteran. the veteran must have died or become totally and permanently disabled as a  result of military 
VHUYLFH��$Q�DSSOLFDWLRQ�LV�UHTXLUHG��

12 

http:www.michigan.gov
www.michigan.gov/missg
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GeAR UP College Day Scholarship — geAr up recipients must have successfully completed the geAr up scholarship 
VL[�\HDU�SURJUDP�DQG�EH�QRPLQDWHG��7KH\�PXVW�DOVR�SRVVHVV�D�KLJK�VFKRRO�GLSORPD��EH�OHVV�WKDQ����\HDUV�ROG��EH�D�
UHVLGHQW�RI�0LFKLJDQ��DQG�PXVW�XVH�WKH�VFKRODUVKLS�ZLWKLQ�ÀYH�\HDUV�RI�KLJK�VFKRRO�JUDGXDWLRQ��

Dual enrollment  —  Dual  enrollment  allows  students  to  begin  taking  dual  enrollment  classes  in  the  9th 
JUDGH� DQG� FRQWLQXH� WR� WDNH� XS� WR� WHQ� GXDO� HQUROOPHQW� FRXUVHV� LQ� JUDGHV� ������ 3ULYDWH� VFKRRO� VWXGHQWV�
PXVW� ÀUVW� JHW� D� VLJQHG� OHWWHU� RI� HOLJLELOLW\� IURP� WKHLU� SULQFLSDO� WR� SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ� WKH� SURJUDP�� 3XEOLF� VFKRRO�
VWXGHQWV� VKRXOG� FKHFN� ZLWK� WKHLU� FRXQVHOLQJ� RIÀFH� IRU� PRUH� LQIRUPDWLRQ�� )RU� DGGLWLRQDO� LQIRUPDWLRQ�� YLVLW�
ZZZ�PLFKLJDQ�JRY�GXDOHQUROOPHQW��

Fostering Futures Scholarship ³�7KH�)RVWHULQJ�)XWXUHV�6FKRODUVKLS��))6��SURYLGHV�HOLJLEOH�IRVWHU�\RXWK�ZLWK�VFKRODUVKLS�
IXQGV�IRU�WXLWLRQ��IHHV��URRP�ERDUG��ERRNV��DQG�VXSSOLHV�HTXLSPHQW�UHTXLUHG�IRU�HQUROOPHQW��6WXGHQWV�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�
LQ�IRVWHU�FDUH�RQ�RU�DIWHU�WKHLU���WK�ELUWKGD\�WR�TXDOLI\��

MiSSG Student Portal 

ssg has a Missg student portal where students can check eligibility and complete applications for state of Michigan 
DLG�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ��)RU�VWXGHQWV�WR�KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�0L66*�6WXGHQW�3RUWDO��WKH\�PXVW�KDYH�D�FXUUHQW�\HDU�)$)6$�RQ�ÀOH�
RU�D�7,3�UHFRUG��)LUVW�WLPH�XVHUV�PXVW�KDYH�WKHLU�6RFLDO�6HFXULW\�QXPEHU�ZKHQ�VLJQLQJ�XS��9LVLW�ZZZ�PLFKLJDQ�JRY�PLVVJ�
and click on the “student” button to navigate to the Missg student portal to create an account and log in. 

for more information on Michigan financial Aid programs, 
SOHDVH�YLVLW�ZZZ�PLFKLJDQ�JRY�VVJ��$OO�DZDUGV�DUH�

subject to approved and available funding. 

www.michigan.gov/ssg
www.michigan.gov/missg
www.michigan.gov/dualenrollment
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Additional Financial Aid Programs/Resources 

3URJUDP�UHTXLUHPHQWV�PD\�YDU\��

Mapping your Future — Web site www.mappingyourfuture.org 

knowHow2Go�³�:HE�VLWH�KWWS���NQRZKRZ�JR�DFHQHW�HGX�

you Can Go!�³�:HE�VLWH�KWWS���\RXFDQJR�FROOHJHERDUG�RUJ�

education and training Voucher (etV)�³�)RVWHU�FDUH�\RXWK��6DPDULWDV��:HE�VLWH�KWWSV���PLHWY�VDPDULWDV�RUJ��
RU�FDOO����������������

youth In transition (yIt)�³�)RVWHU�FDUH�\RXWK��:HE�VLWH�ZZZ�PLFKLJDQ�JRY�I\LW�RU�FDOO����������������

national Center for Homeless education (nCHe)�³�:HE�VLWH�KWWS���FHQWHU�VHUYH�RUJ�QFKH�LEW�KLJKHUBHG�SKS�

Michigan Rehabilitation Services (MRS)�³�:HE�VLWH�ZZZ�PLFKLJDQ�JRY�PUV�RU�FDOO����������������

Michigan Works!�³�:HE�VLWH�KWWS���PLFKLJDQZRUNV�RUJ�RU�FDOO�����������:25.6��������

Michigan Indian tuition Waiver�³�:HE�VLWH�ZZZ�PLFKLJDQ�JRY�PGFU�RU�FDOO����������������

bureau of Indian education�³�:HE�VLWH�ZZZ�ELH�HGX�RU�FDOO����������������

Federal Health and Human Services Programs�³�:HE�VLWH�KWWS���EKSU�KUVD�JRY�VFKRODUVKLSVORDQV�

Michigan Department of Military and Veterans Affairs (Michigan national Guard State tuition Assistance 
Program)�³�:HE�VLWH�ZZZ�PLFKLJDQ�JRY�GPYD�

Military Programs�³�:HE�VLWH�ZZZ�JLELOO�YD�JRY�RU�FDOO����������������

5HVHUYH�2IÀFHU�7UDLQLQJ�&RUS��527&��³�:HE�VLWHV�ZZZ�DIURWF�FRP��ZZZ�JRDUP\�FRP�URWF��ZZZ�QURWF�QDY\�PLO��RU�
www.marines.com 

education tax Credits�³�:HE�VLWH�ZZZ�LUV�JRY��3XEOLFDWLRQ������RU�FDOO����������������

Searching for Scholarships 

there are thousands of scholarships from all kinds of organizations. 7KH�VFKRODUVKLS�VHDUFK�LV�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�XQGHUWDNLQJ��
,W�LV�QHYHU�WRR�HDUO\�WR�EHJLQ��KRZHYHU��LW�LV�UHFRPPHQGHG�WR�VWDUW�DSSO\LQJ�IRU�VFKRODUVKLSV�DV�HDUO\�DV�WKH���WK�JUDGH�
DQG�FRQWLQXH�ZKLOH�LQ�FROOHJH��$FFRUGLQJ�W
search: 

  1.    Check with your prospective colleg

� ���� �,QTXLUH�ZLWK�WKH�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�RIÀFH�²

� ���� �5HVHDUFK�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\�JURXSV�R

� ���� �6HDUFK�RQOLQH�²�8VHIXO�:HE�VLWHV�DUH�O

� ���� �%H�DZDUH�RI�GHDGOLQHV�²�,W�LV�UHFRP
deadline for all of your applications. 

R�7KH�3ULQFHWRQ�5HYLHZ��WKHUH�DUH�ÀYH�WKLQJV�\RX�FDQ�GR�WR�MXPSVWDUW�\RXU�

es – there is usually a separate scholarship application process. 

�7KH\�PD\�KDYH�D�VFKRODUVKLS�WKDW�LV�WKH�ULJKW�ÀW�IRU�\RX��

U�\RXU�SDUHQW·V�SODFH�RI�EXVLQHVV��VWDUW�E\�DVNLQJ�\RXU�FRXQVHORU��

LVWHG�RQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�SDJH��

PHQGHG�WKDW�\RX�NHHS�D�FDOHQGDU�DQG�PDNH�\RXU�HDUOLHVW�GHDGOLQH�WKH�

http:www.irs.gov
http:www.marines.com
http:www.nrotc.navy.mil
www.goarmy.com/rotc
http:www.afrotc.com
http:www.gibill.va.gov
www.michigan.gov/dmva
http://bhpr.hrsa.gov/scholarshipsloans
http:www.bie.edu
www.michigan.gov/mdcr
http:http://michiganworks.org
www.michigan.gov/mrs
http://center.serve.org/nche/ibt/higher_ed.php
www.michigan.gov/fyit
http:https://mietv.samaritas.org
http:http://youcango.collegeboard.org
http:http://knowhow2go.acenet.edu
http:www.mappingyourfuture.org
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Apply early, often, and each year that you are in college. if you miss a deadline and send your application in late, your 
application is likely to go to the bottom of the pile. if you skip over an award because you think you would not get it, 
you could be missing out on an op
   
When searching for other scholars

��� �&KHFN�ORFDO�VRXUFHV�ÀUVW�WKURX
��� �6WDUW�VHDUFKLQJ�HDUO\��GXULQJ�\
��� �8VH�free��UHSXWDEOH�,QWHUQHW�VH

Useful Scholarship Web Sites: 
� ZZZ�PLFKLJDQ�JRY�VVJ  
� KWWSV���VWXGHQWDLG�HG�JRY�VD�W
  www.collegeboard.org  
  www.fastweb.com  
  www.petersons.com  

portunity for some generous funding that you would not need to pay back. 

hip sources, remember the following: 

JK�\RXU�KLJK�VFKRRO�JXLGDQFH�RIÀFH��ORFDO�FLYLF�JURXSV��DQG�EXVLQHVVHV��
RXU�KLJK�VFKRRO�MXQLRU�\HDU��
DUFK�VHUYLFHV��%HZDUH�RI�VFDPV�DQG�VHUYLFHV�UHTXLULQJ�SD\PHQW��

\SHV�JUDQWV�VFKRODUVKLSV  

ZZZ�VDOOLHPDH�FRP�SODQ�IRU�FROOHJH�VFKRODUVKLSV�VFKRODUVKLS�VHDUFK��

Useful Scholarship book Resources: 
Confessions of a Scholarship Winner by kristina ellis 
The Ultimate Scholarship Book 2017: Billions of Dollars in Scholarships, Grants and Prizes by gen and kelly tanabe 

Scholarship Application tips 

Helpful information on scholarship essays is available on sallie Mae’s College Answer Web site at www.collegeanswer. 
FRP�� 7KH\�H[SODLQ� WKDW�many scholarship applications require at least one essay.  the  information  you give about 
yourself on  the essay will give  the  scholarship committee an insight of who you are beyond your grades.  it  is  your 
opportunity to make a strong impression. When writing your essay you should: 

��� �%H�RULJLQDO�
��� �$YRLG�PHDQLQJOHVV�L
��� �+DYH�D�PDLQ�SRLQW�
��� �&OHDUO\�VWDWH�ZK\�\
��� �%H�KRQHVW�

visit www.collegeansw
DOVR�YLVLW�WKH�66*�:HE�

QIRUPDWLRQ�

RX�GHVHUYH�WR�ZLQ�

er.com to see other important information about saving, planning, and paying for college. please 
VLWH�DW�ZZZ�PLFKLJDQ�JRY�VVJ��FOLFN�RQ�WKH�(OLJLELOLW\�WDE��DQG�WKHQ�6HDUFKLQJ�IRU�6FKRODUVKLSV��

Beware 
'R�QRW�SD\�WR�ÀQG�PRQH\�IRU�FROOHJH. visit 

www.studentaid.gov and click on types of 

$LG�WR�ÀQG�RXW�PRUH�DERXW�VFKRODUVKLS�VFDPV��

http:www.studentaid.gov
www.michigan.gov/ssg
http:www.collegeanswer.com
www.collegeanswer
www.salliemae.com/plan-for-college/scholarships/scholarship-search
http:www.petersons.com
http:www.fastweb.com
http:www.collegeboard.org
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/grants-scholarships
www.michigan.gov/ssg
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Student Loan Options 

Federal Direct Subsidized Loan — for undergraduate  students.  the  federal government pays  the  interest while  the 
borrower is in school, during grace, and deferment periods. the student must attend at least half time. financial need is 
UHTXLUHG��,I�\RX�DUH�D�ÀUVW�WLPH�ERUURZHU��WKHUH�LV�D�OLPLW�RQ�WKH�PD[LPXP�SHULRG�RI�WLPH��PHDVXUHG�LQ�DFDGHPLF�\HDUV��
WKDW�\RX�FDQ�UHFHLYH�'LUHFW�6XEVLGL]HG�ORDQV��&KHFN�ZLWK�\RXU�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�RIÀFH�IRU�PRUH�GHWDLOV��

Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan —  for  undergraduate and graduate  students.  the borrower  is  responsible  for  all 
LQWHUHVW�DQG�WKH�VWXGHQW�PXVW�DWWHQG�DW�OHDVW�KDOI�WLPH��)LQDQFLDO�QHHG�LV�QRW�UHTXLUHG��

Federal Direct PLUS Loan —  for  parents  of  dependent  undergraduate  students  and  for  graduate  or  professional 
VWXGHQWV��7KH�VWXGHQW�PXVW�EH�HQUROOHG�DW�OHDVW�KDOI�WLPH��)LQDQFLDO�QHHG�LV�QRW�UHTXLUHG��$�FUHGLW�FKHFN�LV�UHTXLUHG. if the 
SDUHQW�LV�GHQLHG��WKH�VWXGHQW�FDQ�TXDOLI\�IRU�DGGLWLRQDO�XQVXEVLGL]HG�IXQGV��

Private Loans ³�/RDQV�FDQ�DOVR�EH�REWDLQHG�IURP�SULYDWH�VRXUFHV�VXFK�DV�D�EDQN�RU�ÀQDQFLDO�LQVWLWXWLRQ��A credit check 
LV� UHTXLUHG. note that  loans made by the federal government usually offer borrowers lower interest rates and have 
PRUH�ÁH[LEOH�UHSD\PHQW�RSWLRQV than loans from banks or other private sources. see www.studentaid.ed.gov for more 
information and to keep abreast of any changes. 

Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) 
Maintaining a good gpA, not withdrawing from classes, and not changing majors multiple times are areas monitored 
IRU�6$3��6$3�UHTXLUHPHQWV�PXVW�EH�EDVHG�RQ�TXDOLWDWLYH�DQG�TXDQWLWDWLYH�VWDQGDUGV��DV�ZHOO�DV�FRPSOLDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�
PD[LPXP�WLPHIUDPH�DOORZHG�IRU�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�D�GHJUHH�SURJUDP��+RZ�ZHOO�D�VWXGHQW�GRHV� LQ�D�FODVV��DORQJ�ZLWK�
the number of credit hours completed versus the number of credit hours attempted  is very  important and helps to 
GHWHUPLQH�WKDW�6$3�LV�EHLQJ�PHW��,I�\RX�IDOO�LQWR�YLRODWLRQ�RI�6$3�LQ�FROOHJH��\RX�ORVH�\RXU�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG��

Maximum Annual and Aggregate Loan Limits 

Dependent Students 
�H[FHSW�VWXGHQWV�ZKRVH�SDUHQWV�DUH�XQDEOH�WR�

REWDLQ�3/86�ORDQV��

Independent Students 
�DQG�GHSHQGHQW�XQGHUJUDGXDWH�VWXGHQWV�
whose parents are unable to obtain 

3/86�ORDQV��

firstyear undergraduate  $5,500�³�1R�PRUH�WKDQ��������RI�WKLV�
amount may be in subsidized loans. 

$9,500�³�1R�PRUH�WKDQ��������RI�WKLV�
amount may be in subsidized loans. 

secondyear 
undergraduate 

$6,500�³�1R�PRUH�WKDQ��������RI�WKLV�
amount may be in subsidized loans. 

$10,500�³�1R�PRUH�WKDQ��������RI�WKLV�
amount may be in subsidized loans. 

thirdyear and Beyond 
undergraduate 

$7,500�SHU�\HDU�³�1R�PRUH�WKDQ��������RI�
this amount may be in subsidized loans. 

$12,500�SHU�\HDU�³�1R�PRUH�WKDQ��������RI�
this amount may be in subsidized loans. 

0D[LPXP�7RWDO�'HEW�
from subsidized and 
unsubsidized loans 

$31,000�³�1R�PRUH�WKDQ���������RI�WKLV�
amount may be in subsidized loans. 

$57,500 for undergraduates — no more than 
��������RI�WKLV�DPRXQW�PD\�EH�LQ�VXEVLGL]HG�
loans. 

Beware 
'RQ·W�EH�EOLQG�VLGHG��(YHQ�WKRXJK�VWXGHQWV�PD\�TXDOLI\�IRU�WKH�WRWDO�PD[LPXP�ORDQ�DPRXQW�HDFK�
\HDU�RI�DQ�DFDGHPLF�OHYHO��L�H����������\HDU�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�\HDU�DW�IUHVKPDQ�OHYHO�DQG��������\HDU�
IRU�WKH�VHFRQG�\HDU�DW�IUHVKPDQ�OHYHO���LW�LV�QRW�UHFRPPHQGHG�WKH\�ERUURZ�WKH�IXOO�DPRXQW�WKH\�
TXDOLI\�IRU�LI�WKHUH�LV�QRW�DQ�LPPHGLDWH�QHHG��2QFH�WKH�PD[LPXP�WRWDO�GHEW�IURP�ORDQV�KDV�EHHQ�
UHDFKHG����������IRU�DQ�XQGHUJUDGXDWH�GHSHQGHQW�VWXGHQW���WKH�VWXGHQW�LV�QR�ORQJHU�HOLJLEOH�
for more student loans. only borrow what you need to cover your remaining tuition, books, and 
URRP�ERDUG�DIWHU�VFKRODUVKLSV�DQG�JUDQWV�KDYH�EHHQ�DSSOLHG��
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SeCtIOn III:  

DIReCtORy OF MICHIGAn COLLeGeS AnD UnIVeRSItIeS  
Finlandia University 
(Hancock) 

Michigan Technological University 
(Houghton) 

Gogebic 
Community 
College 

Northern Michigan University 

Bay de Noc 
Community 
College 

Bay Mills 
Community 
College 

Lake Superior State University 

North Central 
Michigan College 

Alpena 
Community 
College 

Kirtland 
Community College 

West Shore 
Community 
College 

Saginaw Chippewa 
Tribal College 

Mid Michigan 
Community 
College Ferris State 

University 
Central 
Michigan 
University 

Northwood 
University Delta College 

Saginaw Valley State 
University Alma College 

Montcalm Community 

Grand Rapids Area 
• Aquinas College 
• Calvin College 
• Compass College of Cinema!c Arts 
• Cornerstone University 
• Davenport University, Grand Rapids 
• Grace Bible College 
• Grand Rapids Community College 
• Grand Valley State University 
• Kuyper College

  Muskegon Community College 

Michigan Career and 
Technical Ins!tute 

Hope College 

Lansing Area 
• Great Lakes Chris!an College 
• Lansing Community College 
• Michigan State University 

Olivet College 

Lake Michigan College 

Southwestern Michigan College 

Kalamazoo Area 
• Kalamazoo College 
• Kalamazoo Valley Community College 
• Western Michigan University 

Andrews University 

Glen Oaks 
Community 
College 

Kellogg 
Community 
College 

Hillsdale College 

Albion College 

Spring 
Arbor 
University 

Jackson 
College 

Cleary University 

Adrian College 

Monroe 
County 
Community 
College 

Rochester Area 
• Oakland Community College 
• Oakland University 
• Rochester College 

St. Clair County 
Community College 

Flint Area 
• Baker College, Flint 
• Mo" Community College 
• Ke"ering University 
• University of Michigan, Flint 

Detroit Area 
• The Art Ins!tute of Michigan 
• College for Crea!ve Studies 
• Henry Ford College 
• Lawrence Technological University 
• Macomb Community College 
• Madonna University 
• Marygrove College 
• Sacred Heart Major Seminary 
• Schoolcra# College 
• University of Detroit Mercy 
• University of Michigan, Dearborn 
• Walsh College 
• Wayne County Community College Di strict 
• Wayne State University 
• Yeshiva Gedolah 

Northwestern Michigan College 

Siena Heights University 
Ann Arbor Area 
• Concordia University 
• Eastern Michigan University 
• University of Michigan 
• Washtenaw Community College 

note: some institutions may not participate in every state of Michigan program. 
Branch locations are not listed on this map. Contact your institution for details. 
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Michigan Four-year Public Universities 
Institution Web Site Admissions 
Central Michigan university  www.cmich.edu  �������������
eastern Michigan university  www.emich.edu  �������������
ferris state university  www.ferris.edu  �������������
grand valley state university  www.gvsu.edu  �������������
lake superior state university  www.lssu.edu  �������������
Michigan state university  www.msu.edu  �������������
Michigan technological university  www.mtu.edu  �������������
northern Michigan university  www.nmu.edu  �������������
oakland university  www.oakland.edu  �������������
saginaw valley state university  www.svsu.edu  �������������
university of Michigan – Ann Arbor  www.umich.edu  �������������
university of Michigan – Dearborn  KWWSV���XPGHDUERUQ�HGX� �������������
university of Michigan – flint  ZZZ�XPÁLQW�HGX� �������������
Wayne state university  www.wayne.edu  �������������
Western Michigan university  www.wmich.edu  �������������

Michigan Public Community Colleges 
Alpena Community College  KWWS���GLVFRYHU�DOSHQDFF�HGX� �������������
Bay de noc Community College  www.baycollege.edu  �������������
Bay Mills Community College  www.bmcc.edu  �������������[�����
Delta College  www.delta.edu  �������������
glen oaks Community College  www.glenoaks.edu  �������������
gogebic Community College  www.gogebic.edu  �������������
grand rapids Community College  www.grcc.edu  �������������
henry ford College  www.hfcc.edu  �������������
Jackson College  www.jccmi.edu  �������������
kalamazoo valley Community College  www.kvcc.edu  �������������
kellogg Community College  www.kellogg.edu  �������������
kirtland Community College  www.kirtland.edu  �������������
lake Michigan College  www.lakemichigancollege.edu  �������������
lansing Community College  www.lcc.edu  �������������
Macomb Community College  www.macomb.edu  �������������
Mid Michigan Community College  www.midmich.edu  �������������
Monroe County Community College  www.monroeccc.edu  �������������
Montcalm Community College  www.montcalm.edu  �������������
Mott Community College  www.mcc.edu  �������������
Muskegon Community College  www.muskegoncc.edu  �������������
north Central Michigan College  www.ncmich.edu  �������������
northwestern Michigan College  www.nmc.edu  �������������
oakland Community College  www.oaklandcc.edu  �������������
schoolcraft College  www.schoolcraft.edu  �������������
southwestern Michigan College  www.swmich.edu  �������������
st. Clair County Community College  ZZZ�VF��HGX� �������������
Washtenaw Community College  www.wccnet.edu  �������������
Wayne County Community College  www.wcccd.edu  �������������
West shore Community College  www.westshore.edu  �������������
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Private Colleges and Universities 
Institution Web Site Admissions 
Adrian College  www.adrian.edu  �������������
Albion College  www.albion.edu  �������������
Alma College  www.alma.edu  �������������
Andrews university  www.andrews.edu  �������������
$TXLQDV�&ROOHJH� ZZZ�DTXLQDV�HGX� �������������
the Art institute of Michigan  ZZZ�DUWLQVWLWXWHV�HGX�GHWURLW� �������������
Baker College, flint  www.baker.edu  �������������
Calvin College  www.calvin.edu  �������������
Cleary university  www.cleary.edu  �������������
College for Creative studies  www.collegeforcreativestudies.edu  �������������
Compass College of Cinematic Arts  www.compass.edu  �������������
Concordia university  www.cuaa.edu  �������������
Cornerstone university  www.cornerstone.edu  �������������
Davenport university  www.davenport.edu  �������������
finlandia university  ZZZ�ÀQODQGLD�HGX� �������������
grace Bible College  www.gbcol.edu  �������������
great lakes Christian College  www.glcc.edu  �������������
hillsdale College  www.hillsdale.edu  �������������
hope College  www.hope.edu  �������������
kalamazoo College  www.kzoo.edu  �������������
kettering university  www.kettering.edu  �������������
kuyper College  www.kuyper.edu  �������������
lawrence technological university  www.ltu.edu  �������������
Madonna university  www.madonna.edu  �������������
Marygrove College  www.marygrove.edu  �������������
northwood university  www.northwood.edu  �������������
olivet College  www.olivetcollege.edu  �������������
rochester College  www.rc.edu  �������������
sacred heart Major seminary  www.shms.edu  �������������
siena heights university  www.sienaheights.edu  �������������
spring Arbor university  www.arbor.edu  �������������
university of Detroit Mercy  www.udmercy.edu  �������������
Walsh College of Accountancy and Business Admin.  www.walshcollege.edu  �������������
yeshiva gedolah  1�$� �������������

Special Category Schools 
tribal 
Bay Mills Community College  www.bmcc.edu  �������������[�����
saginaw Chippewa Community College  www.sagchip.edu  �������������
Specializing in Students with Disabilities 
Michigan Career and technical institute  ZZZ�PLFKLJDQ�JRY�PFWL� �������������
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